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THE CHURCH OF THE SAVIOUR, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


During the Diocesan Study only a membership 
map was received from this congregation. No 
Church Self-Study Form or Episcopal Census was 
received by the Division of Research and at the 
time of a visit to the church by a representative 
of the Division of Research no meeting was scheduled. 


The church's address is 3723 Chestnut Street 
which is in West Philadelphia. The church building 
itself is located at the corner of 38th Street and 
Ludlow Street. The chapel and three-story parish 
house containing offices and educational rooms is 
at right angles to the church and is the actual 
structure for which the church's street address 
is given. A court yard exists between the church 
and parish house. Next door to the parish house 
is the old rectory which is now rented to University 
students. The church building is a stone structure 
of good size and appears well kept. 


Because no information was submitted there can 
be no comments regarding the history or properties 
of the parish. 


THE CHURCH NEIGHBORHOOD 


The facilities of this congregation are 
approximately 10 blocks west of the Schuylkill River 
and some eight blocks northwest of the University 
of Pennsylvania Campus. At the time of the Survey 
visit the neighborhood appeared to be multi*purpose) 
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containing both residential units and commercial 
enterprises. 


The entire City of Philadelphia is divided 
into small geographical tracts by the United 
States Census Bureau for the purposes of enumeration. 
The Church of the Saviour is located in Census Tract 
27-B. The membership map submitted by this congrega- 
tion located the church as being in Census Tract 
27-A but the Division of Research has determined 
that this designation is not correct and has listed 
the church in its proper place. 


For the purposes of this Study the Division 
of Research has arbitrarily assigned six census 
tracts surrounding the location of the parish 
facilities to be a "parish study area". In 1960 
the population of these six census tracts was 31,8226 
In five of the six census tracts the population de- 
creased by 18% to 29% during the 1950 decade. 
In the immediate vicinity of the church properties 
there are very few children under 15 years of age and 
quite a significant number of adults 65 years of 
age and over. The chart below gives details. The 
non-white portion of the population varies from 
13% to 98%. 


% % 

CENSUS TRACT POPULATION % 14 8 65 € % 

OR ZONE 1950 1960 CHANGE UNDER OVER NON-WHITE 
27B 9,499 1.337 22.8 deL 13..2 13.8 
27A 3,989 2,831 -29.0 5.6 Loi 18.7 
27E 4,094 3,319 =—18.9 5.6 9.4 26.4 
27C 9,443 7,700 -18.5 12... 18.6 13.1 
241 NA 6,060 = 26.4 10.6 79.4 
24G 5,323 4,075 -23.4 2d 10.6 98.1 
TOTAL 31,322 39.1 


The median age for the entire City of Philadelphia 
is 32.1 years for males and 34.6 years for females. 
The median age chart below shows that in some parts 
of the parish study area the median age is lower 
than the rest of the city even though there are 
few children under 15 years of age residing there. 
This may be explained by the presence of students 
at the University of Pennsylvania. Census Tract 27E 
is the University area. 


The median education level in the study area 
ranges from 8.9 years to 12.3 years. It is 9.6 
years for the entire City of Philadelphia. The 
percentage of adults 25 years of age and over who 
are college graduates is higher in the vicinity 
of the church location than it is north of Market 
Street. 


EDUCATION OF ADULTS 25 YRS. OF AGE & OVER 


The 1960 median family income is quite low in 
the entire study area. The population is also one 
that moves a great deal and this is shown by the low 
percentage of persons that resided in tne same residence 
between 1955 and 1960. 
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% % % MED. 
CENSUS TRACT HS. COLLEGE COLLEGE MED. AGE 
OR ZONE GRAD. 1-3 YRS. GRAD. ED. M 
27B 19.2 12.6 24.8 12.3 2350 
27A 13.9 8.1 19.0 10.5 25.4 
27E 14.1 4.4 15.6 10.0 2043 
278 2255 11.8 21.1 12.2 33.4 
241 16.5 4.4 Gal 8.9 31.7 
24G 18.9 5.8 220 9.0 35.0 
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NON-WHITE MED. RESIDENCE 1960 

CENSUS TRACT POPULATION % FAMILY P.R. SAME AS 1955 
OR ZONE 1950 1960 CHANGE INCOME 1960 % 

27B 1,108 1,012 -8.7 4,476 27 29.6 
27A 660 529 -19.8 3,856 0 25.6 
27E 750 877 16.9 NA 7 28.8 
27C 455 1,005 120.9 5,139 16 38.8 
241 NA 4,812 Es 3,663 4 47.6 
24G 4,427 3,999 -9.7 4,042 0 55.2 
TOTAL 12,234 54 


At the time of the Diocesan Study there were: 
727 identifiable Episcopalians residing in the 
six census tracts making up the parish study area 
of this congregation. This number represented 2.3% 
of the 1960 population. Such a ratio is lower 
than the diocesan figure of 3.2%, but is higher than 
the national ratio of 1.8%. 

Of these 727 Episcopalians, 123, or 
16.9%, are connected with the Church of The Saviour. 
This number is 34.3% of the mapped membership of 
the congregation. This parish is not a neighborhood 
church. 


The following chart shows the distribution 
pattern of all identifiable Episcopalians living 
in the area. 


% OF TOTAL % % 
CENSUS TRACT TOTAL TOTAL POP. PARISH EPIS. PARISH 
OR ZONE POP. EPIS. EPIS. MEMB. MEMB. MEMB. 
27B TST 198 237 38 19.2 10.6 
27A 2,831 67 2.4 20 29.9 5.6 
27E 3,319 14 0.4 0 - - 
27C 7,700 269 3.5 58 - 16.2 
241 6,060 114 1.9 7 6.0 1.9 
24G 4,075 65 1.6 0 - - 
TOTAL 31:322 727 dal 123 16.9 34.3 


No information is available on the number of 
schools and churches within the church neighborhood. 


THE CHURCH PROGRAM 


Since no Church Self-Study Form was received 
from this congregation there can be no discussion 
of the program, plans, or percentage of participation 
by the members of the parish. 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP FROM MAPS 


A total of 356 persons were located on the 
membership maps submitted by this congregation. 
55 of them, representing 15% of the total, reside 
in 22 census tracts in Delaware County. 12 of 
them, or 3.4%, live in five census tracts in 
Montgomery County. The remaining 289, or 81.6%, 
are found in 59 various census tracts within the 
City of Philadelphia. As noted earlier, 123 of 
them, or 34.9%, live within the six census tracts 
surrounding the church properties. 


The greatest single concentration of mapped 
members is to be found in Census Tract 27C. This 
is that section of West Philadelphia between 41st 
Street and 45th Street and between Baltimore Avenue 
and Market Street. 


Details of the membership distribution will 
be found on the chart following this discussion. 
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MEMBERSHIP DISTRIBUTION TABLE 
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REPORTED MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCTAL DATA FROM JOURNALS 


EY A a 


This portion of the Study concerns itself with 
statistics taken from the pages of the Journals 
of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Figures were gathered 
for every fifth year from 1940 through 1960 and for 
the next three years thereafter. Details of these 
vital statistics may be seen on the special chart 
that follows this discussion. 


The baptized membership of this congregation 
has shown an overall decline since 1940. From 
1950 to 1960 there was a spurt of growth totaling 
90 members, or 15.3%. Since that time the member- 
ship has declined. Parish leaders may wish to 
add more recent figures to this evaluation to 
see whether or not this trend has continued. 


The communicant strength of the parish has 
Likewise declined, showing a slight upturn between 
1961 and 1962. In 1963 the downward decline returned. 


The church school enrollment has also shown 
a consistently declining pattern from 1940 to 1963. 
In this latter year only 14 pupils were reported, 
a figure one-tenth of what it was in 1940. 


The Division of Research observes that when 
the church school enrollment is added to the reported 
communicant strength it generally equals the number 
of reported baptized members. Where this does not 
occur it frequently means that either there is a 
significant number of non-confirmed adults in the 
congregation or else the church school is not 
reaching its full potential. Parish leaders at 
the Church of The Saviour may wish to evaluate the 
figures of this congregation. 
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During the three years from 1961 through 1963 
there were 11 persons baptized and 11 persons presented 
for confirmation in the parish. These figures represent 
1.0% of the communicant strength in each category. Com- 
parable figures are 3.9% and 4.1% for the Diocese of 
Pennsylvania and 5.5% and 5.8% respectively for the 
Episcopal Church nationally. Such statistics say 
something to the opportunity for increasing the 
evangelism and outreach program of the congrega- 
tion. 


During the three-year period from 1961 through 
1963, the total reported expenditures of this con- 
gregation amounted to $103,101.00. Of this amount, 
$6,620.00, or 6.4%, was spent for work, outside of 
the local congregation. This ratio is less than 
half of the diocesan figure of 14.9%. 


Expenditures per communicant during this three- 
year period amounted to $91.81 in the parish and 
$73.71 in the diocese. Extra-parochial expenditures 
per communicant during this time were $5.89 for 
the congregation and $10.45 throughout the diocese. 
These statistics point up the low percentage of the 
budget that goes for missionary work and speaks clearly 
to the opportunity for increasing the outreach of 
the congregation. 
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[1950] 1955] 1960 | 1967 | ¿762 | 


E 
LOZI) T4/| 570 | 670 Pal ea 
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gests | 20) 2 | 16 | as | as | - | 27 | or | 
Expenditures 1 | 7.425120, 922| 2 4ot27,573|29, 14o|30,055|2 7-625) 29.378 
Special Par. yA 
Expenditures 2 | £27/| 3/33| 4 246143928 3,052| 4972| 245 
Extra-parochial 
Expeniitures $ 2,495 3,204 3/72. YO7| 23851 2360 /G6O 2400 
Expenditures 27, 45/127,25733,492| 72.308,35, 132135467 1343901332 
Expenditures 
per Communicant |2 7.30|40./5 | 66.32)/70,94 9/.02| 98.121 37.771 57.43 


Extra-parochial 
it 
a lar lara | 6.29| 497) £.18l 6.40) 438 | 5.47 


1 Includes clergy salary, current expense, pension premium, and Diocesan assessment. 
2 Special parish purposes, including capital expenditures. 


o 3 Includes Church's Program, special outside. 
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DATA ON THE CONGREGATION 


Since no Episcopal Census was received from 
this congregation no analization of the profile 
of the congregation's characteristics can be made. 
This is to be regretted because the age and sex 
chart can be most useful in pointing up the median 
age of the congregation, the 10-year age groups, or where 
the greatest numbers of members are to be found. 
The occupational classification and the educational 
level, along with other requested information categories, 
can give a profile of a congregation that will enable 
the parish leadership to more clearly identify areas 
of opportunity and resources of help. 


If in the future this congregation wishes to 
complete its Church Self-Study Form and Episcopal 
Census, the Division of Research will be happy to 
make an analysis, as time permits, return a report 
to the parish, and append an addition to this Study. 


DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS 


CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


The Church of our Saviour submitted no Church 
Self-Study Form or Episcopal Census. It is not 
possible, therefore, to present any recommendations 
for this parish at the present time. If the Church 
of our Saviour desires to complete its Study, the 
General Division of Research and Field Study would 
process it at some time in the near future as time 
permits. 


